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Abstract: The short story "Um Sahloul,” written by Mahmoud Taimour, explores a
personal journey that imparts meaning to life and serves as an inspiration for
society. The story's characteristics have the potential to shift perspectives on
women. However, its structure remains ambiguous, leaving its full meaning
partially hidden. This ambiguity makes the story a compelling subject for analysis
through structuralism, aiming to uncover its comprehensive significance by
focusing on its internal elements. This research aims to describe the themes and
factual elements of the story, along with its literary devices. Employing a qualitative
descriptive approach, this study uses "Um Sahloul™ as the primary data source.
Data collection involves documentary study, while data analysis is conducted
through content analysis techniques. The findings reveal that the central theme of
the short story is struggle and sacrifice in life. The factual elements include plot,
character, and setting. The story features a background plot, with Um Sahloul and
her child as the main characters, and encompasses spatial, temporal, and
atmospheric settings. Key literary devices examined include the title, point of view,
style, tone, symbolism, and irony of fate. The title "Um Sahloul" refers to the
protagonist, the narrative is presented from a third-person unlimited perspective,
the style incorporates metaphor, the tone is sarcastic, and symbolism includes
motifs of the child and darkness, with the irony of fate conveyed through verbal
irony.

Keywords: "Um Sahloul" short story, Robert Stanton's structuralism, internal
elements.
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1 Muhammad Ali Ash-Shabani, Rawa’i Al-Bayan: Tafsir Ayatu Al-Ahkam Min Al-Qur’an, Tarjamah M Zuhdi
Wa Qadir An-Nur (Al-Juz 1) (Semarang: CV. Asy-Syifa, 1933), 211.
20 Robert Stanton, Teori Fiksi Robert Stanton; Stanton, Teori Fiksi Robert Stanton.
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